One of the compensations of attaining seniority is that one's contemporary friends may have obtained high positions and one can impose on them to receive special invitations and attention. In July, I had the privilege of visiting the National Institute tutes. This is a marvelous national resource which is doing work of which we can all be very proud. The Institute consists of more than 90 researchers working in two buildings, in addition to extramural activity. The 1994 Budget of 162 million dollars is now predominantly spent on molecular biology. The term "molecular biology" is unfortunately a poorly descriptive name used for the study of chromosomes and genes, their effect on disease, and methods of manipulating these genes to eliminate disease. Technology is now available to design the structure of a gene by computer, assemble it from the key elements, and then replicate the gene to any number desired using a form of gene xerox machine. The implications of this research are immense for the eventual elimination of most forms of hearing loss and con genital abnormalities. The speed with which this will take place seems limited only to the ideation of the investigators. We and our patients will reap the benefits of their work. I was greatly impressed and delighted with what I saw at The NIDCD.
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